
OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT 2008-2009 

The Outstanding Undergraduate Student for 2008 in The College of 

Human Environmental Sciences is Melissa Grace Oliver.  She is majoring 

in Human Development and Family Science with an option in Child and 

Family Services and a minor in psychology.  Melissa is currently 

president of the CHES Ambassadors student recruit team where she has 

also served as secretary. She has been a member of the executive 

officer team of the OSU Residential Hall Senate.  She is a member of the 

h{¦ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ 

member of Sigma Phi Lambda where she has served as rush captain, 

alumni representative and communication chair.  Melissa believes the 

CHES Outstanding Student must represent to the community, the 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ leaders, engaged citizens, and effective professionals. 

Working as an intern at the Tulsa Ministry Center, she and another intern created and operated a day 

camp for at-risk children. The Summer Program about Reaching Kids or S.P.A.R.K. was developed to 

equip abused and neglected children with tools to increase their self esteem and expand their worlds 

beyond their west Tulsa neighborhoods. Applying concepts learned in infant and child development, 

nutrition, and parenting classes, Melissa and her fellow intern created programs that effectively reached 

out to over 75 children.  Melissa will continue her work as a leader in S.P.A.R.K. this summer.   

Melissa works in the Center for Family Services on the OSU campus and is responsible for the daytime 

clinic management and evening waiting room assistance.  [ƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ IƻƴƻǊ 

Rolls, Melissa maintains a 3.9 grade point average as an honors student. She is a member of Phi Kappa 

Phi and Iota Kappa honor societies. Her parents are Patrick and Sandra Ryan of Tulsa and Tony Oliver, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

SENIORS of EXCELLENCE 

N utritional Sciences senior Amy Branham will graduate with options in 

human nutrition, pre-med and die tetics in May. Receiving the Lew Wentz 

and M.B. Seretean undergraduate research scholarships as well as the OSU 

Wentz Research Project Award ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ !ƳȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  

During Research Week activities on the OSU campus, she presented the 

results of her research project focusing on parental attitudes and practices 

among low-income families with pre-school children in Oklahoma. Amy is a 

member of the Nutritional Sciences Club and has served as co-chair of the 

cƭǳōΩǎ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ CƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜΦ She was a member of the OSU Cowboy 

Marching Band for 2 years and the OSU Concert Band. Amy was invited to 

participate in the 2007 OSU Scholar Development Study Abroad Program in 

Cambridge, England and Dublin, Ireland. Amy has maintained a 3.9 grade 

point average as a four year member of the Honors College and is the Nutritional Sciences tutor in the 



OSU Academic Enhancement Center for Student Athletes. Amy received the Col. Katherine E. 

Manchester Scholarship from the American Dietetic Association Foundation.  Cynthia and Art Branham 

of Nowata, Okla. are her parents. 

Margee Edwards will graduate in May with a degree in Nutritional 

Sciences with a dietetics option.  Margee was named the College of 

Human Environmental Sciences Outstanding Student in 2007.  Margee 

served as Miss OSU in 2006 and was selected as a Senior of Significance 

by the OSU Alumni Association in 2007.Margee is a member of Mortar 

.ƻŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ h{¦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ th{{99 ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ h{¦ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 

Integrity Panel, and the OSU Alumni Association Student Alumni Board. 

She served CHES through membership in Scholar Leaders, Ambassadors 

Recruit Team and CHES Student Council.  As founder of a character 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ά{ƳŀǊǘ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎέΣ aŀǊƎŜŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 

of good character and making good choices that will lead to success 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ 

оΦу ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ IƻƴƻǊ wƻƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 

of Iota Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi national honor societies.  Margee is the daughter of Jeannie and Richard 

Edwards of Texarkana, Arkansas. 

Brandon Fimple will graduate in May with a degree in Hotel and 

Restaurant Administration.  Brandon has served on the College of 

Human Environmental Sciences Ambassadors Peer Mentors and 

CONNECT executive board for three years.  He has provided 

leadership for the OSU German Club and Phi Upsilon Omicron Honor 

Society serving as president and past treasurer of both organizations. 

He is a member of Golden Key International Honour Society and Eta 

Sigma Delta International Hospitality Honor Society.  He has received 

ǘƘŜ wŜƎŜƴǘǎΩ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛshed Scholarship, the OSU tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

Distinguished Leadership Scholarship and the International 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize Award.  Brandon was selected to serve 

as a student manager for the April, 2008, Distinguished Chef Series 

9ǾŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ /ƘŜŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ¢ƻƻƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ 

the Creede Hotel and Restaurant in Creede, Colo.  As a member of the OSU Honors College, Brandon has 

maintained a 3.75 grade point average. He is the son of Debbie and Stan Fimple of Vinita, Okla. 

Courtney Lasater is a Design, Housing and Merchandising major with an 

option in Interior Design.  Chosen as the Christine Salmon Research Scholar, 

Courtney has been responsible for a research project focused on lighting 

technologies and their application to the student classroom experience. 

Courtney has provided leadership on the College of Human Environmental 

Sciences Ambassadors CONNECT team and Scholar Leaders.  She served as 

chair of the OSU Academic Integrity Panel.  She is a member of American 


