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News of  
Accomplishment and  
Achievement Late Fall 2007 

ST E P H A N  M .  W I L S O N  N A M E D  D E A N  O F  C H E S  

Dr. Stephan M. Wilson  has been named dean of the College of 

Human Environmental Sciences at OSU after an extensive na-

tional search.   Wilson is the former senior associate dean and 

professor in the College of Health and Human Sciences at the 

University of Nevada, Reno.  He will begin January 1, 2008. 

    òWe are very pleased Dr. Wilson has accepted our offer to 

become dean of the College of Human Environ-

mental Sciences,ó said interim OSU System CEO and President 

Marlene Strathe.  òHe is an accomplished scholar with exten-

sive experience who will provide the necessary leadership to 

this outstanding college to assure its continued influence in the 

state and nation.ó 

    As a Fellow of the National Council on Family Relations, Wil-

sonõs lifetime contributions to cross-cultural and cross-national 

family studies will be honored by the NCFR with the presenta-

tion of the Jan Trost Award at its national conference in Novem-

ber. 

    Wilson becomes the fifth dean and the first male dean in the 

history of the College of HES.  He replaces Dr. Patricia K. 

Knaub, who has served as dean the last 18 years and an-

nounced a year ago her intention to step down. 

òI am profoundly humbled and deeply moved to be asked to be the dean of CHES,ó Wilson said. òThis 

is an exciting opportunity for me to shape policies and programs in an outstanding, well-established 

college.ó 

    Wilson said he will begin his leadership by meeting with individuals and groups in the college to 

find their priorities.  òI want to be very careful not to make people feel like thereõs an agenda that 

theyõre stuck with, with the new dean,ó he said. 

    Wilson served as chair of the Department of Human Development and Family Studies at University 

of Nevada, Reno and is currently the interim director of the Nevada Center for Ethics and Health Pol-

icy and co-director of the SAGE Consortium (Scholars for Aging and Ethics).  

    Earlier in his career he served as a U.S. Peace Corps teacher in Kenya, and returned 22 years later 

with his family to teach at Kenyatta University in Nairobi as a Visiting Senior Fulbright Scholar.  He 

continues collaboration with colleagues at Kenyatta University and with colleagues at several univer-

sities in China. 

    Prior to UNR, Wilson served as acting chair and later director of graduate studies in the Depart-

ment of Family Studies and director of the Research Center for Families and Children at the Univer-

sity of Kentucky. In addition, he has held faculty positions at Virginia Tech, Illinois State University 

and Montana State University where he was the acting department chair of the Department of Health 

and Human Development and director of Human Development and Counseling. 

    Wilson graduated Cum Laude from Wabash College with a bachelorõs degree in biology and phi-

losophy. He received a master of science degree in child and family studies and a Ph.D. in human 

ecology from the University of Tennessee.  

    Wilson has served on the editorial board and as a guest editor for òMarriage and Family Reviewó 

and the editorial board for òFamily Relationsó and has reviewed for many other scholarly jour-

nals.  Most recently, his research program has focused on adolescent social competence across 

cultures, examining family and other influences on youth connectedness/separateness, required 

adult social skills, self-esteem, and achievement. Other areas of his research have included rural and 

Appalachian families, cross cultural families and family social capital influences on developmental 

and status attainment outcomes.  He is the author of many papers and books and has presented his 

findings to national and international conferences.     

    Beyond the National Council on Family Relations, Professor Wilson is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, 

the Society for Research on Adolescence, the International Society for the Study of Personal Relation-

ships, the American Association for Family and Consumer Sciences, the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science and Omicron Nu. 


