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Deanõs Digest 
     Every year the conclusion of classes brings a mix of celebration, satisfaction, relief, 
happiness and anticipation of what lies ahead. We celebrated successful academic careers and 
the prospect of continued excellence at the annual Celebration of Excellence in April. At the 
event, 133 students received over $200,000 in scholarships for next year while eight seniors 
and several faculty members were recognized for significant achievements. Nutritional 
Sciences junior Taryn Tate was named Outstanding Student and we look forward to her 
leadership in the coming year. 
    Seeing the satisfaction of goals achieved for grads and their families at Commencement is 
always exciting. Their futures are bright with the potential their degrees from CHES provide. 
     We report in this issue the efforts being made in China and Africa to extend the influence 

of CHES while providing opportunities for faculty and staff to participate at an international level.  
     We are also pleased to announce that CHES is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 
     Please enjoy reading about the achievements of the faculty, students and staff at CHES. We invite you to visit or 
contact us at any time. 
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CHES Celebrates Excellence   
-continued from cover- 
   Taryn Tate, a nutritional sciences major from Shawnee, was named the College of Human Environmental Sciences 
Outstanding Undergraduate Student. Amanda Williams, a masterõs degree student in human development and family 
science with option in developmental and family science, and Muna Gharaibeh, a Ph.D. candidate in human environ-
mental sciences with option in nutritional sciences, were named Outstanding Graduate Students. 
   The 2009 CHES Seniors of Excellence were nutritional sciences majors Jimikaye Beck, Broken Arrow; Anna Kelley, 
Pocola; and Shannon Sullivan of Tulsa; hotel and restaurant administration majors Amanda Moore, Ponca City; Whit-
ney Burns, Norman; and human development and family science majors Misty Gillespie, Cushing; Melissa Oliver and 
Amanda Humphrey both of Tulsa. 
   Nutritional Sciences Assistant Professor Arpita Basu received the Marguerite Scruggs Award for Early Career Meri-
torious Research.  Nutritional Sciences Assistant Professor Stephen Clarke was named the Outstanding Undergraduate 
Academic Advisor. 
   Design, Housing and Merchandising Assistant Professor Jane Swinney was honored with the OSU Regents Distin-
guished Teaching Award and DHM Professor Byoungho Jin earned the OSU Regents Distinguished Research Award. 
Jin was also named the Outstanding Graduate Faculty Mentor. 
   Peggy Gregory and Becky Schlais received S.T.A.R. (Service, Teamwork, Attitude, and Reliability) Outstanding Staff 
Awards. 

CHES hosts Kathleen Briggs Scholars Forum   
   The College of Human Environmental Sciences hosted the inaugural 
Kathleen Briggs CHES Undergraduate Scholars Forum April 22-23.   
   The event is named in honor of Dr. Kathleen Briggs, a former Hu-
man Development and Family Sciences professor and department head, 
who passed away last year.   
   òDr. Briggs was a champion for our undergraduates,ó said Dr. 
Shiretta Ownbey, Associate Dean, CHES Academic Programs & Ser-
vices. òWe want to honor her and her many contributions to our college 
through this annual event.ó 
   Current Freshman Research Scholars, Honors students completed 
their Honors theses this semester and undergraduates working as re-
search scholars with faculty holding endowed chairs or professorships 
in CHES were invited to participate. Each student displayed a poster highlighting his or her research or creative schol-
arship project.   
   òWe are delighted with the number of students who accepted our invitation to participate,ó said Dr. Brecca Farr, 
CHES Career Services Coordinator and Kappa Omicron Nu National Honor Society chapter adviser. òIt is a wonder-
ful opportunity for them to showcase their projects and to highlight the range of topics our students pursue as a part 
of their college experience.ó 
   The exhibition of posters, located in hallways of the two HES buildings, was reviewed by CHES faculty and student 
members of the Kappa Omicron Nu (KON) Honor Society, who submitted ballots to vote for award recipients.   
   The projects were also evaluated by two panels of judges, one comprised of four members of CHES faculty and one 
comprised of the officers of Omicron Xi, the KON chapter at OSU. 
   KON is one of the leading national honor societies for students in the human sciences. The group co-sponsored the 
event as part of their mission to encourage undergraduate research.   
   Melissa Oliver, a human development and family science major, was recognized for òExcellence in Research 
Methodó for her investigation of childrenõs support systems during a parentõs divorce. 
   Anna Kelley, a nutritional sciences major, earned the òCreative Solution,ó òKON Members Choice,ó and òForum 
Sweepstakesó awards for her study on recipe modification for patients with renal failure. 
   Stephanie Barr, a design, housing and merchandising major, received the òCHES Faculty Choiceó and òForum 
Sweepstakesó awards for her development of a sustainable, research-based design for the Rise School of Stillwater. 
   A Recognition and Awards Reception honored the scholars and their mentors and recognized the award recipi-
ents.  Among the students, faculty, and staff at the reception were friends of the late Dr. Kathleen Briggs.  


